
1 

Get to know your neighbors 

This might seem like one of those things you just do when you move into a new home, but 

have you ever considered getting to know your neighbors as a safety measure? A great way to 

protect your home from a break-in and ward off potential burglars is to simply have more 

eyes watching over your house. Get to know your neighbors so you can watch each other’s 

houses, which can be especially important when you go away for an extended period of time. 
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Secure your doors 

One of the very best things you can do to protect your home from burglary is making sure 

your doors are secure. This means ensuring all of your exterior doors have strong frames, 

protected hinges and a mail slot thin enough to prevent anyone from reaching inside. You can 

also add security measures to your door, such as a deadbolt, strike plate or even update it to a 

smart lock or a video doorbell. These smart home security features will allow you to secure 

and monitor your home from wherever you are! 
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Lock your windows 

Windows should at minimum be working properly, which means their latch should be able to 

close. Unfortunately, flimsy latches aren’t effective measures against break-ins, so if you find 

that yours are lacking then it’s time to update or replace these latches. You can also reinforce 

your glass with window security film (a polyester film made to hold glass together when 

shattered), install window or glass break sensors or windows that don’t open beyond six 

inches. Using blinds is another popular way to keep unwanted eyes from seeing into your 

home and surveying your possessions. 
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Lighting 

Well-placed lights outside of your home can sometimes be enough to discourage burglars. 

Working under the cover of darkness is a must for burglars, and when you take this cover 

away they will move to easier targets. You can also install motion-activated lighting that 

switches on when someone walks near the light. If you go on vacation or are away from 

home for an extended period of time, putting the lights on timers can give the impression that 

you are still home. Make sure any lighting is installed correctly so it is a deterrent to potential 

burglars and not an aid. 
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Lock up the garage 

The garage is becoming a more popular access point for criminals because even if they can’t 

access your home, you’re likely to have plenty of good items in the garage. You should make 

sure all doors to your garage stay locked at all times. You can also consider covering your 

garage windows so no one can see in, securing your garage doors with extra locks or even 

installing a smart garage door opener. 
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Get a dog 



Yes, we’re serious! Aside from being a fantastic companion and bringing tons of joy, a dog 

can be a great security measure because they will bark when someone is at the door or if 

someone enters the home. Depending on the dog, their presence alone might be enough to 

deter a potential burglar. 
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Install a home security system 
Naturally, the best and most complete way to protect a home is to install a home security 

system. This can be a basic DIY system or a top-of-the-line smart security system with 

professional monitoring and home automation. It will be up to you to decide which features 

you want to spring for, as there are many options available to you.  

 


